Writing with Participles 

Make the following participial phrases into sentences of your own, with each participial phrase as close as possible to the noun or pronoun that it modifies.  If you begin a sentence with a participial phrase, place a comma after the phrase, and follow it closely with the word that it modifies.

1. Confused by the directions



2. Practicing my part in the play


3. Looking over the audience



Now, add participial phrases to the following sentences.  You may add the participial phrase at the beginning of the sentence or in the middle.  Remember, if you begin with a participial phrase, you’ll need a comma.   However, you do not always need a comma if the participial phrase comes in the middle (in that case you only need commas if the participial phrase could be taken out of the sentence without changing the meaning.  More on that later…)

1.  The students asked for no homework.




2.  Ms. Neumayer threw a fit.




3.  The students received double the homework.
