Milkweed Vocabulary – Chapters 1 – 10
SHTETL:

A Jewish village or small-town community in Eastern Europe

HEDER:

A private Jewish elementary school for teaching children Hebrew, the Torah, and the fundamentals of Judaism

GYPSY:

A member of a nomadic people who migrated from India, settling in parts of Asia, Europe, and the United States

JACKBOOTS:

Nazis; people who use brutally bullying measures (tactics)

MATZOH: (MATZO)

Unleavened bread in the form of crackers, eaten by Jews during Passover

STREETCAR:

A public vehicle running regularly along certain streets, usually on rails

TRENCHES:

Long narrow excavations in the ground, the earth from which is thrown up in front to serve as a shelter from enemy attack or fire

BABKA:

A sweet, spongy yeast cake with raisins and various flavors (strawberry, chocolate, etc.)

BRINE:

A salt and water solution for pickling

Tinker:

A mender of pots, kettles, pans, etc., usually an itinerant

Sauerkraut:

Cabbage cut fine, salted, and allowed to ferment until sour

CURFEW:

An order establishing a specific time in the evening after which certain regulations apply; esp. that no unauthorized persons may be outdoors

Milkweed Chapters 1-21

1. Artillery (n.)  Mounted firearms

  2. Squirm (v.) To fidget or twist about like a worm   

3. Scatter (v.) To cause to separate into different directions  

 4. Mutter (v.) To speak lowly and often due to anger   

5. Curfew (n.)  A rule preventing certain people from being on the streets  at a certain time of day  

6. Scowl (v.) To make a visibly displeasing expression with one’s face

7. Haul (v.) to transport or move    

8. Ghetto (n.) A quarter of a city where Jews were required to live; very bad  living conditions  

9. Hesitate (v.) To pause momentarily  

10. Rubble (n.)  Broken rock fragments due to the destruction of a building

Milkweed Ch. 22-45 

1. Intruder (n.) a person who enters without invitation or permission 

2. Gratitude (n.) The state of being thankful 

  3. Careen (v.) To sway from side to side   

4. Veer (v.)  To change direction or course  

 5. Chiseled (adj.) Formed or crafted with sharp edges    

6. Unfurl (v.) To unfold

7. Hover (v.) To remain suspended over a place or object 

  8. Pester (v.) To annoy   

9. Goad (v.)  To rouse to urge to do something   

10. Flail (v.) To move or swing

